The crowning work of his production for piano is undoubtedly, however, Pan, designated “a tone-poem’. It arose
at the height of the composer’s creative powers, in his fortieth year. It comprises five parts and is a passionate eulogy
of nature, life, love and fertility.

The third and fourth bars of the Prologue present Pan’s theme, from which is derived the material embodying the
musical thought of the whole cycle. The Prologue introduces the old Greek god Pan, enticing the nymphs with his-
shepherd’s pipe, as the vital force in nature and the personification of fertility. The conclusion contains anticipatory
allusions to the subsequent movements: Mountains, The Sea and Woman.

Mountains are calm, magical, majestic and elevated.

The Sea is gay, playful and high-spirited.

The Forest is mysterious, lit by shafts of muted sunlight and breathes yearning desire.

Woman is the part of the cycle with the greatest variety of moods. Twice it sets off with dynamic verve and twice it
stops short in face of her magnetism and charm. The third time it leads to a whirling tarantella of inflamed senses.
(The part of the tarantella from the point where there is a change for a whole bar to 12/8 time must be counted
among the most passionately sensuous in the whole of musical literature.) The tranquillized final section is a hymn
of praise to nature, in its eternal round of regeneration and of thanks for the gift of life and all its joys and beauties.

The piano has rarely been faced with such a difficult réle as here assigned to it: to express the innumerable grada-
tions of expression, to master the immense technical difficulties, to comprehend and give a unified and plastic inter-
pretation of a work whose dimensions fill half an evening’s programme and do proper justice to all its aspects, of which
the dynamic and polyphonic make quite exceptional demands on the executant’s powers.

" The first to present Pan as a complete work was Dr Véclav Stépan (1911). He hasso far been followed by no more
than a handful of artists. In Czechoslovakia, Gselhofer, Maxian, H4la, and abroad, Pollak (Palestine) and Orenstein
(America). Apart from its first interpreter, the work has been most successfully propagated by Prof. Frantifek Maxién,
thanks to his frequent and admirable performances. (Piano virtuosi of world fame have so far avoided this composition -
for their instrument on the grounds that, placed at the beginning of a programme, it exhausts the listener for the rest
of the concert, and put at the end, he is too exhausted to take it all in.) Of the individual parts, the most performed is
the egpecially rewarding The Sea.

Not a few places in Pan seem positively to demand orchestration. The author himself realized it and scored it. (Pre-
mi¢re 1913, Czech Philharmonic conducted by Dr Vilém Zeméanek.) He could not, however, do without the piano.
Sometimes the work is written so specifically for the instrument that there is no alternative. In listening to the piano
version of Pan, we feel as urgent a desire for the orchestra as, when listening to the orchestral version, we feel the need
for the piano. The latter, however, has priority, for it was the composer’s original conception.

Straight away, in 1911, Pan was published in the Vienna Universal-Edition. The edition was soon taken up and
old copies had soon collector’s value. After an interval of more than fifty years the work is being published for the
first time in the composer’s native land. In preparing it for the press, many slips and minor errors have been rectified.

No important alterations, however, were necessary.
' Karel Srom

Translated by R. F. Samsour
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