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Close Harmony for Men Choral Series

Historical Notes:

Close harmony is defined as a harmonic compositional technique where the
voices are closely arranged, often within a single octave. Barbershop harmo-
_ny is a uniquely-American style of close harmony that can be traced back to
the early 1900’s. Barbershops were gathering places where men would
amuse themselves by harmonizing melodies to popular songs. Historical
evidence suggests that African-American communities, with their rich tradi-
tions of a cappella singing, were the first to improvise songs in this style.
Singers would create harmonies “by ear” to a sung melody, with a prefer-
ence for major chords with a minor (dominant) seventh note added.
Barbershop harmony is still evolving today, and its characteristic sound is
performed and enjoyed by men and women of all ages in quartets
and choruses all over the world.

Performance Notes:

“Happy Together” was a hit single by the Turtles in 1967. The bass melody
in the verses should be sung with a light and musical approach, and the
accompanying voices should remain rhythmic and supportive. In the homo-
phonic chorus sections, the lead should predominate the texture, with the
bass taking on a secondary role. The tempo should be bright without feeling
rushed. On each verse, emphasize each new counter melody, or duet with
the melody, to help build interest and forward motion. When learning the
song, pay special attention to the ends of the verses (mm. 11-12, 19-20,
35-36, 51-52) as these slight variations can cause performance and memo-
rization challenges. From m. 70 to the end, let the energy and volume build
to the final major chord. Finally, let yourself have fun singing this arrange-
ment so that your audiences can appreciate your entertaining performance.

What is “Barbershop Style?”

Barbershop harmony is a style of unaccompanied close-harmony vocal
music characterized by consonant four-part chords for every melody note in
a predominantly homophonic texture. The melody is consistently sung by
the lead (tenor II), with the tenor (tenor I) harmonizing above the melody,
the bass singing the lowest harmonizing notes, and the baritone completing
the chord. Barbershop music features songs with understandable lyrics and
easily singable melodies, whose tones clearly define a tonal center and
imply major and minor chords and dominant and secondary dominant sev-
enth chords that resolve primarily around the circle of fifths, while making
frequent use of other resolutions. It is customary for quartets and choruses
to perform barbershop songs from memory, and to use gestures and body
language that help communicate the meaning and message of
the song to the audience.

Find out more about barbershop style and history at: www.barbershop.org

Dr. Christopher W. Peterson, Close Harmony for Men Series Editor
California State University, Fullerton




Recorded by THE TURTLES

Happy Together

For TTBB a cappella*
Performance Time: Approx. 2:45

Arrangement by Words and Music by GARRY BONNER
LIZ GARNETT and ALAN GORDON
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